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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. PA-1131

YELLOW SPRINGS TAVERN

(Chester Springs Hotel, Good News Building)

Location: Intersection of Yellow Springs Road (LR 15216)
and Art School Road, Chester Springs (West
Pikeland Township), Chester County, Pemnsylvania.

Prasent Owner: Good News Productions, Inc., Chester Springs,
Pennsylvania. (Acquired by Historic Yellow Springs,
Ine. in 197h; used as a community center in 1979;
restoration is planned).

Statement of

Significance: Yellow Springs is one of the oldest and most
suceessful spas in the country. Medicinal

~qualities were realized by 1722 arnd the inn was

established Wy 1750. t was used as a military
hospital during the Revolutionary and Civil Wars
and the hotel served asg headquarters for General
George Washington 1in 1777. Although the present
structures date from the early nineteenth century,
it is believed the 1810 sast section was built
on the foundations of the mid-eighteeenth century
tavern. The 1839 west section was desizned by
architect Hugh Walters.

PART T. HISTORICAL INFCRMATTON

A, Physical History:

1. Original and subsequenﬁ owners:

1. William Penn 1705 to Joseph Pika.

2e JOSGph Pike 1727 +to Elizabheth Pikeo

3, Elizaheth Pike 1733 to Richard Pike.

4. Bichard Pike 1752 to Samael Hoare and Nathaniel Newberry.

5, Nathaniel Newberry 1756 to Saomel Hoare his 1/2 intersst.

6. Samuel Hoars 1773 to Andrew Allen.

7. Shariff Bzeikiel Leonard 1729 to Samuel Hoare,

8. Samuel Hoare 1739 to Thomas Huston Kennedy.

G. Thomas Buston Xennedy 1306 to James BSones,

10, James Bones 1831 to Anthony Wayne Olwine,

11. Anthony Wayne Olwins by sheriff's sale 13838 to Margaret
_Holman.

12. Margaret Holman 1845 to George Lingen.

13. George Lingen 1847 to Charles F, Hoffendahl s 1/3 interesst.

14. George Lingen 1847 to Henry Neef a 1/3 interest.

15. George Lingen 1848 to Henry Neef a 1/3 interest.

16, Charles F, Hoffendahl 1850 to Henry Neef 2 1/3 interest.

17. Henry Neef 1851 to Thomas G. Hollingsworth & Robert F. Walsh,
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18, Jacob S. Yost, U. S. Marshal, 1860 B.o Susan i!i Snyder.

19. Susan R. Snyder 1868 %o Charles W. Deans et al. :

2?). Charles W. Deans et al 1869 to Chester Springs Orphans School,

21, Sherdiff J. E. McFarlan 1870 to Robert Cresswell.

22, Robert Cresswell 1880 to David Simpson.

23, David Simpson 1882 to M. Simpson McCullough.

24, M, Simpson McCullough 1885 to George Pearson et al.

25, George Pearson et al. their interests to R. H. Van Borm
o e 888 to J. T. F. Hunter

26, B, H. Yan Horm 1 to J. T. F. er.

2. Jd. T, F. Hmter 1891 to Farmers and Mechanics Bank of
Phoenixville, : . .

28. Above bank 1914 to Magdalene Society of FPhiladelphia.

29. Magdalene Society of Philadelphia 1916 to Penna. Academy of

Fine Artso :

30. Penma, Academy of Fine Arts 1952 to Cood News Productions,
Inec. : '

Date of srection: The present structure was originally %two
separate structures. The 2ast section was built circa 1810
on the foundations of a mid-eighteenth century tavera. The
west section was built in 1839. The two sections wers late
connected by a one-bay addition.

Architect, builder, suppliers: The architect of the east
section is unknown. Hugh Walters of Philadelphia was the
architect of the west seetion (see: 1339 newspaper article in
Supplemental Material). The builders and suppliers are un-
¥nown.

Original plans, construction: None known.
?

terations and additions: The circa 1810 =ast secticon was
originally two stories. A third story was added in 1826.
There is a one-story addition on the east elevation. An 18356
description (reproduced in the Supplemental Material)} still
£fits the structure today.

Important old views and references:

Yiews: Copy of best view included in this took - 1845-18L7.
Pictured in reports of the Soldiers Orphans 3cheols of ths
state of Pennsgylivania from the 187C's on to 1914 in meny of

the volumes (not good representations). Also pictured in
gchool catalogues of the Pennsylvania Acsdemy of Fine Arts
from 1916 onwards - Files of beth in the Chester County
Histerical Society, West Chester, Pennsylvania. E
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References: Scurces of information - Clipping and manuscript
files in the Chester County Historical Society under the
headings: W. Pikeland Twp. Pri, Sch. - Penna. Aca. of Fine
Arts; W. Pikeland Twp. Pri. Sch. - Soldiers COrphans School;
W. Pikeland Twp. Bus. Houses - CHESTER SPRINGS;

W. Pikeland Twp. History

Also deeds and wills in the Courthouse, West Chester, Penn-
sylvania.

Historical Events Connected with the Structure:

Yellow Springs is one of the oldest and most
successful. spas in the country. Medicinal qualities
were realized by 1722 and the inn was established by
1750. It was used as a military hospital during the
Reveluticnary and Civil Wars and the hotel served as
headguarters for General George Washingbton in 1777.
See the following Supplemental Material for additional-
information.

Supplemental Material:

1. Quotation from the "American Weelcly Mercury™, $5=-31-~1722, p.h. col.l

"A Letter came to us last Post, dated from Hamstead Harbour in
Long Island, requesting a particular Account of the New Bath or Mineral
Water found in the Creat Valley about (2)0 Miles Westward of this City,
for the Satisfaction of the Public in general, and of several Gentlemen
in particular who are inelined to come to it from these Parts for Helief;
though we have by us Several Instances of remarkable Cures done by ihe
said Watar, we are obliged t0 defsr answering the Gentleman's Letter
t11l another Paper, when we hope to give a true and demonstrative
Account of its Virtues and Crres.?

F % F X B NN H R E R

2. "o the Honourable Justices of the C Brt of Quarter Sessions to be
held for the County of Chester y® 28~ of Aug. 1750 i

"he Pestition of Robert Prichard Humbly Sheweth:

"That Tour Petitioner is in Possession of a Farm in the township
of Plkeland in the said County on which is that Mediciral Water Called
the Tellow Springs unto which there is Frequently a Great Concourse of
people on account ¢f Health and also many othere Travviling about
their Occasions on a Publick Boad Laid out and Cpened Near the same &
also another Road is Ordered to be Lajd from Uwchlan which may Cross
the above Said Road near 3aid Spring. All which Occurrences Render
it Necessary to Procure Accomodations for such as have Occasion to
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Come. to the Said Place. And as your Petitioner hath already been at

a Considerable Charge in Building & Improving and is yet Willing:

further to Build and Improve in order to Serve the people Icur Petitione:
therefors Humbly Prays that Your Honours may be Pleased to Gramt him a
Recomandat* on In order to obtain License to Keep a House of Zntertainmer
at y° said Place and Your Petitioner as in Duty Bound Shall Ever Pray- s &<

Hobert Prichardt
nAllowed™

****************

3. ™o the Honourable Justices of the Face at a Court of Quorter Sessions '
to be held at Chester the Last Tuesday of August 1762

"The Petition of Jamee Martin of the Township of Pikeland in the Couttty
affore Said -

Homblsy Sheweth
That your Petitioner has Lately Purchased the Right of a Plantation
in the Township aforesaid Commonly known by the name of the Tellow
Springs and where a Publick house of Entertaimment has been kept for
several years Past to the Satisfaction and Ease of the neighbours in
General as a Vaat Concourse of People Dayly frequent the said Springs
for their Health from Philadelphia and all Parts of this Country as
well zs from the West Indies and other foremparts®, -~ -

Allowed,

AR A A 2 SK Bk 2R TR IR IR N Ak A 2k

4o GQuotation from the "Pennsylvania Gagette”, Philadelphia, Feb. 4, 1774:

"o be Lett: and may be entered on the first day of April next: That noted
I¥N at the Tellow 3prings, together with 15C acres of excellent land, about
25 acres of axtraorﬂinary good meadow well watersd; a large dwe]ling '

house and a large new stone bard.

"The Baths and cther cuthouses ars in good repair; also a saw-mdll,

rebuilt last summer. The advantage of these 3aths is well known to the

tublie, an incontestible preof of whizh is the great concourse of pecple=

from four to six hundred persons nave convened there in one day in the

MMWETr 22A30N. '
DR. SAMUZL XENNEDY

Wast Whitaland,"

N R R E R T
5, Guotation from "Chester and Dslaware Federalist?, 3-30-1814:

ILOTs FOR 3ALE
Ia the Town of
BATH,

*The subscriber having laid out a Town, at that celebrated watering
placs and farm, long mown by the name of the YELICW SFRINGS, situate in
the Township of Pikeland, in the County of Chester, and Commonwealih of
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Pennsylvania, offers to sell One Hundred lots, (containing altogether

154 acres and L4 perches} at two hundred and fifty Dollars each, one-half
of which is to paid, when Deeds in fee simple are made or tendered to

them; and the other half in one year from that date, without interest,

for which the purchaser must give his bond and security if required.

Deeds for the Lots will be delivered to the purchasers at one dollar each."

"The town of BATH, is 28 miles from Philadelphia, 15 from Norristown,
7 from Downingtown and 1l from West-Chester; a turmpike road is anthorized
from this town to the Little Conestogo turnpike road, and a new turnpike
road i3 contemplated from Pawlingsford Bridge and Norristown, thro'! this
town to the little Conestoge turnpike road. The celebrity of the Yellow
Springs, the medicinal qualities of their waters, and the salubrity of
the air, have been s0 long kmown, and so generally resorted to and
approved, as to render it unnecessary to describe them particularly.

"Cn Lot No. 38, is the Mansion House, a stone tuilding, two stories
high, 70 feet by 45, commodiously divided into rooms, &c, estimated at
eix thousand dollars valne. .

"On Lot No. 43, i3 a large and commodious Frame building, three
stories high, 106 feet by 26, commodicusly divided into dining rooms,
drawing rooms and chambers, estimated at five thousand dellars value.

"On Lot No. 41, is a good Stone Barn, containing stabling for 42
horses, estimated at eighteen hundred dollars walue.

"Oon Lot No. 42, is a two story Frame House, and a Frame Stable of
70 feet long, capable of containing 20 horses, estimated at eightaen
hindred dollars value,

"On Lot No, 39, is an excellent Ice House estimated at one
thousand dollars value.

“On Lot No, 17, is a two story Frame Dwelling House, estimated
at sixteen hundred dollars value,

"On Lot Mo, 16, is 2 Stone épring House, over an excellent apring.
"On Lot No. 13, is another Stone Spring House and Smoke House.,

"On Lot No, 7, 1s an excellent Bath, the water of as good quality
as the 0ld Yellow Springs.

"On Lot No. 4, is an axcellant Mil) Seat; the owner of this Lot
will be entitled to the right of the old dam in Lot No. 21, and to
convey the water from it along the anclent race through Lets 21, 22,

23, 24, 19, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12, through the Bath Lot No. 11,

é, 5, 4y 3, 2, into the said Lot No. one, and the privilegs to keep

the said race and dam in repair. This Lot ie estimated at three thousand
dollars value.

_ "On Lot No. 78, is an excellent opnng of Water which may be- con-—“
vayed without, dirficnlt.y to all the prineipal parts of the town,
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"A mamber of the Lots are covered with excellent timber, they are -
of different sizes, containing from about four acres to fifty perches
sach, according to their situation on the sireets, and it is beliesved the
least valuable of the Lots, are worth the money demanded for them.

"The 0ld Yellow Spring Bath Lot, is reserved for the use of all _
proprietors of the town in common, the holder of each lot will have this
gacured to him by deed. ,

"The timber on the streets is reserved by the subscriber,

®*Aa soon as the Certificates are sold, their situation will be
determined by lot, to be drawn under the superintendence of three
diginterested gentlsmen, viz: -~ Isaac Wayne, Esq, William Everhart Esq.
and Isaac Darlington, Esq.

1Tt is confidently expected the Drawing will take place, on or
before the 20th March next, of which due notice will be given.

: : . ' James Bones. :
Bath, Feb. 18, 1814 1286

W N R R R E R KRR

6. Quotation from "imerican Republican®, 4-4~1815:
| FOR SALE,

"Wi1l be sold, at private sale, that well known and established
tavern, commonly called the _
"YRLIOW SPRINGS TAVEBH"

"Situata in the town of BATH and township of Pikeland, in the
county of Chester, -- lately occupied by Col. James Bones, as a house
of entertainment. The bullding is very spacious and comnodious; and
from the great celebrity which the medicinal gualities of the Springs
have acquired, it will render the premises worthy the attention of an
active person, qualified to keep a genteel house of entertainment,

*Any person wishing to purchase, will please apply to Coi. Bones,
Mount Vernon, near Warwick furnace, who will make the tsrms of sale
kpown to such as msy be inclined to purchase. ‘

*It is scarcely necessary to give a more minute account of the
premises—~—~suffice it, however, to say, that the lot on which the builct.ng
is erscted, is 300 feet in length, and 100 ia breadth. The house is
suhstantia.lly built with stone, and is near 70 by k5 feet 2 stories high;
a large dining room, parlors and lodging rooms; an entry and a ¢sllar
under the whole~with other tonveniences,

#If this valuable property is not sold befors the 20th of April,
on that day, it will be sold at public sale, at the t.a.vem of Bath :
on rea.sonable terms. _

Patrick Hazard,
Charles Dougherty."

SR A A A AR B R B I B A
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7; Quoted fromt'American Hepublican®, 7-18-1815:
NOTICE.

"Those persons who wish to recreate themselves after harvest, in
amusements of the most innocent cast, are hereby notified, that three
successive Saturdays will be devoted for their accommodation and
amusement, by the subscriber, at the Yellow Springs, (town of Bath)
in Chester county. Rooms will be provided for select companies, and
the best accommodatioms, good music and skedlful mmsicians always at
hand, The Baths are prepared and in neat order. The first Saturday
of the three above alluded to will be the last Saturday in the present
month (July) All favors will be duly appreciated, by the publlc s
- humble servant.

: BENJ . MILLER
Yellow Springs, July 18, 1815, 52=-3t.

* % B o K W W K W % ¥ N K E E
8., Quotsd from MAmerican Republican", 8-3-1819:

Tellow Springs
HARVEST CELEBRATIONS.

~ "™Mrs, Holman respectfully informs those who wish to partake in
the anmmal harvest cslebrations, that she has employed the best
malcians, and intends procurding the best liquors, &c. that she is
determined nothing shall be wanting to render every accommodation
desirable,-—— From the abundance of the present hsrvest, she hasg reason
to expect that the celebrations will be numerously attended, and is
making preparations accordingly. The days of celebration, ares, as
heretofore, the last Saturday in July, and 2d, and 3d Saturday in
Augﬂﬁtq

July 12, 1819 1.3t "

R E K H B R R K KRR R E R

9. Quoted from "¥illage Record", 3-28-1822:
For the Recorde.
IELIOW SPRINGS.

Brown industry c=ase {rom thy teoilding,
Pale study abandon thy cell,

Poor and wealthy leave off your turmoiling
And go to the mineral well,

About twenty five miles from the city,
And four or five from the Ship,

In a spet rather wilder than pretty,
(From the city 'tis but a short trip.)
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The water 1z said to be mineral,
And famous for curing disease,

Sickly persons go thither in general,
And healthy one's may if they please.

And that you may know to what scurces,
This various collection to trace,
Whe by carriages, dearborns or horses,
- Come to thias most cathartical place. -

Pirst you know that within the metropelis, _
In every year, in the menth of July, . e
There are thousands, who, iean as a hon—pole is,
Are ready to sicken and die,

Here's a dozen physicians, L—d save us,
And lawyers besides not a few,
Here are barbers oo, ready to shave us,
And priests dress'd in black robes— not blue,

Whent I came hers and zaw the: motley crew
That promenaded to, and from the water,
L—~d think's I what. can all these psople do?
What does this old man here? What does his daughter"

They have staid in the city where it was much hotter,
He's bilios., But what does his danghter here?

(She’s pretty, but she's very pale) he has orought her
To carry him warm coffee, soup and beer,

And she's a charming Hsbe toa I swear.

At this Bethezda there are many more ‘

Whom I note not. 3But scme perhaps may say,
Pray tell us now, old Mr, Polydore,

What led you 1:.0 the Yellow Springs that day?
In terse I'll tell you (for it is my way,)

I laft my room, and passing through the entry, -
Set out determined to the Springs to stray;

And came, (pray ladies, pardon my effrontery)
To ses if the giris were prettier in the country.

PCLYIDORE.
B R ORHE OB R EEEE EE A ER
10, Quotated from "imerican ‘iepublica.n" Twiy=18261

YELLOW SP&TIX}S PCJTEI. and
BCARDING HOUSE.

"™Mrs, Holman, proprietor of the above sstablishment, wishes to
inform her friends and the publies, that it has just undergone a thorough -
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repair, and is now fitted up in a style not inferior to any establishment
of the kind in the United States, to entertain Visitors and Boarders the
present season, Her buildings are extensive: In addition to the late
improvements, she has added one story to the main dwelling, containing
twenty-four additional Lodging rooms, enlarged the Dining-Rooms, 3Ball
Room, &c, and she pledges herself tkat no exertions shall be wanting to
Procure svery necessary, and even lwary, for the table, and choice
Liquors, soc as to give general satisfaction. Good servants will be in
atfendance, It is remarked for the information of strangers, that the
Yellow Springs are-situate adbout 28 miles south-west of Philadelphia,

and five miles north of the twenty-third mila stone, on the Philadelphia
and Lancaster turnpike, in a district of country highly cultivated,
healthy, and pleasant,, beautifully adorned with hills and dale, aod in
the spring and summer season exhibiting highly picturesque landscape

and rmiral scenery delightful and animating.”

- "THE MINERAL SFRINGS

of this place have always sustained a high reputation for their
medicinal qualities and powerful effect in restoring health and

vigour to debilitated persons. She has repaired the GROVE and BATHS,
and added an additional dressing room, particularly fitted for ladies.
The main roads lsading to the place are good, and those in the wvillage,
Just recently repaired, will render access thereto safe and pleasant,
and afford a fine range for gigs in the lmmediate neighborhood.

. "The very great improvements that have been malding the Yallow
~ Springs these few years past, together with good accommodations, render-
it atiraciive and desirable as & placs of resort in the warm season,
to those in pursuit of health and pleasure, and no fear is entertained
but the judicious arnd tasteful will be gratified in their visits.

1Stages mun daily oetween this place and the city, the one ty
Norristown, the other by the Valley ’*"orge.

"Grateful for the partialiiy which she has hitherto experienced
from the visitors at the Springs, Mrs. Holman pledges her best axertione
%0 merdit contimuance of that pe.rtiality.

84 & July 4, 1826, *®

H ¥ R N E K B EEE E KR ERE
1. Quotate'd from "imerican Rerublican®, 7-25-1826:
“For the Museum,
¥r, SIEGFRIED, |

As this is the season in which the luxury of a visit to the YELIOW
SPRINGS, in thls county, is most sensibly enjoved, I have thought the
following Qde, written by the learnmed Mr. JAMES ROSS, of Philadelphia,
might be an accevtable treat to the c¢lassical Portion of the visitors,

.. a% those delightful fountains; and have therefore sent it for publication
in the Literary Department of your Paper, in case you approve the idea.
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I should be gratified, also, to see it rendered in an appropiate
English dress, by some one of your readers who may have drunk sufficiently
at the fountains of Roman Literature to qualify him for the task,— |

: Yours respectfully,
AGRICOLA.
Chester County, July 20, 1326

In Fontem Flavelum, Pikelianum, Pennsylvanorum.
' AD ASHEZL GREEY, S. S. T. D.
ODEN HANC
Cam plurimus salute mittit JAS. ROSS .

Quaereret si quis, socios, amicos,

Unde sanaret vacuos salute;

Flawlos fontes adeant sulubres
Fontis as undas,

Fons et hic mitis facilisque gustu,

Volvit. ac undas liquidas bibenti;

Atque potando has, pariter lavando
Cmnia cedunt.

Aujus et fontis resident scdales

Iasus et pratem, nemors atgue colless

Bupei nec sunt acepulisve saxis,
Gramine culti.

Instar ac mentis, domibus relictias,

Collis assurgens superas ad auras;

Destruat longas minitans et aedes,
Prospieit agros.

Fontls ac¢c hmjus spatia atque culia

Frugibus pulchris, oculo-—— gratia;

Hic virent foetus, segetesque et Indi,
Tizrtica florent.

Arbores fructus variosque fundant,

Hie jzcent passim ceraza atque mala;

Hie vigent herbae, cucumisque mele,
: Tempore quasque.

Flurimae sylvee viridesgue circum,

Quae domeoa ornant, similes columnia;.

Poruli ingentes numerisque seriae,
Haae loca adumbrant.

Atque pascentes pacudes videndae hing,

Et, boves Magni rebeant canori,

Tum gregas pingues ovium vacantes
Gramina carpunt, -



IRLLOW SPRINGS TAVERN
(Cheéster Springs Hotel, Good News Building)
 HABS Wo. PA-1131 (Dage 11)

Quisquis aut debilis, laborat
dut mala tussi, weniat citatus;
Quismis aut vitet lateris dolorem;
Has bibat undas. .

Utilis his fons capitisque poenis,

Mitigat valse stomachi dolores,

Excitat sensum, reficitque morsus
Tempore sdendi.

Fontis et vires aliae repertase,

Saepe at afflictis hominum medetur

Fheumatis morbo, medici nec aunsia
Artibus uti.

g1 guis et morbi fugeret solores,

Saepius fontes bibat ore hianti;

Quisquis hos potet liquidos habebit
Fata morata.

Quisquis et wellet reparare corpus,

Adait his, undae facient valentem,

Talis est virtus, recreatque membrs
Fimaque reddit.

Sentiat si qmuis, similis Catond,

Viribus parci, bibers atque vellet

Nil aquae mixtae, velit atgue puram,
Hane bibat undam,

Ergo (nec mirum) vemiunt freguentes,

Conjuges carae, juvenes, mariti,

Ef senes, sponsae er puerin et puellaa
Dulce canentes,

Interim mites, hilaresque laetl

Accubant mensis; dapibusque plend,

Quas Borms struxit; redeunt fefecti
- Viribus intuas.

Aedibms J, BONI, Equitis
Qetavo Kal, Septembris, A. D. 1810.

¥ o2 % H 3 K R E ® N R W

12, Quoted from "Register and Examiner® (West Chester), 4-23-1839:
THE YELLOW SPRINGS.

"On a visit to Chester county, a2 few days ago, finding myself within
an hour's drive of the Yellow Springs, I detarmined to stop there a few
hours, in order to ses how things looked towards the approaching season.
I was much gratified to find that Mrs, Holman was still there, and that
sne 12 now the owner of all the property at that place, and w..ll have
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completed, by the first of June, one of the handsomest and most extensive
bathing establishments probably in the United States. The building, the
plan of which was furnished by Mr, Hugh Welters, of this city, is 85 fest
in length by 25 feet deep, divided into separate apartments, comprising
shower, warm, moderate and cold baths, a portico the whols length, with
¢olums in front, which will meke a most beautiful appearance, and no
doubt will cost the proprietor a great deal of money. I sincerely hope
that such improvements, in additiom to the known qualities of the water,
and the reputation of ¥rs. H's house for good living and excellent
attention, for years past, will pot fail to bring her a good return this
somer for her axsrtions and enterprisgse, Philadelphia would be wanting
in liverality, 1f they would not encourage such improvementsa, in +he:u:-
own state, and 3o near home,

nMprs, H., in connection with her scns, formerly proprietors of the
Chester County Hotel, are now at the Springs, and will be able to
accomaodate this season from 250 to 300 persons in thelr connected
establishments. - Pa. Ingquirer.”

A VISITER.

13.. Quoted from "American Republican”, 10-23-1855:

"SHERIFF!S SALE OF VALUABLE FERSONAL PROFERTY, — By virtue of sundry
writs of Flerd Facias to me directed, will be sold at Public Sale,
¢ommencing on WEDNESDAY, the 24th day of October, A.D. 1855, at

12 o'tcleek, M,, and continuing each day thereafter until all the
hereinafter mentioned Pesrsonal Property shall have been sold, at the

Hotel and premises of Mrs. Haria L. Neef, Chester or Yellow Springs,

in the township of West Piksland, and county of Chestsr, the following
Personal Property, to wit:-~— One broad wheeled Wagon with wood bed,

1 two horse Carriage, 1 Dearborn, 2 four horse STAGES, 1 new and

superior Vermont built four horse STAGE COACH, cost $600, 1 York

Wagon, 4 sets of 3tage Harness, 2 sets of double Carriage Harness,

3 Plows, 2 Harrows, 1 Wheelbarrow, lot of Saddle and side Saddles,

lot of Bridles, 2 set= of plow gears, 1 set of cart gears, 25 made

cak posts, lot of forks, rakes, spades, shovels, &c., about 250 hair,

cane and moss Matiresses, about 200 pillows, 112 bolsters, 56 double
bedsteads, 65 single vedsteads, 106 basins and ewers, 155 wash stands,

25 cot bedsteads, 90 LOOKOING GLASSES, 45 Bureaus, 325 Windson Chairs, 2
chambers, 4 tables, 1 mahogany Wardrobe, 1 povlar Wardrobe, 1 cane
seated Settee, 2 mahogany Card Tables, 1 Mantle Class, 35 cane seated
Chairs, 12 camp stools, 5 chamber bucksts, 14 cases of drawers, 4 Sofas,
14 Lounges, 5 rush-bottom Chairs, 8 cane~zeated arm Chairs, 2 marbls top.
Centrs Tables, 12 bar-room Chairs, 1 cane-seated rociing chair, 2 rocking
chairs, 2 chairs for invalids, 2 bathing tubs, about 515 yds. of matting,
95 candlesticks, 15 Britannia chamoer lLamps, about 25 yds. Carpeting,

5 tin buckets, 36 blankets, about 75 quilts, 25 Chandeliers, and side
lamps, 3 hall Lamps, 15 long pine dining tables, 3 fire fenders,

2 iron sofas, 1 jce box, 1 water cooler and drainer, 1l gallon meaaurs, Lo
1 settes, 14 mild pans, 2 mahogany work stands, 1 superior FIANO,
(Shumaker's make) piano stool and cover, music stand, about 20 dozen S
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tumblers, 10 wash tubs, 3 clothes baskets, 2 large manglers, 1 cask gin,

1 key and sherry brandy, 9 demijobmns, 16 barrels, 4 Bariela and white

sugar, 1 barrel and brown sugar, 34 doz, white plates, 8 doz. meat

dishes, 1 doz. glass fruit stands, 1} doz. pitchers, 23 sets of cups and

saucers, 16 dozen wine glasses, 1 dozen white sugar bowls, 2 dinner bells,

lot of oil cloth for stairs and hall, 4 benches, 2 doughtrays, 1 dresser,

1 Clock, 3 waiters, 1 large COCKING STCVE and Fixtures, cost %300, made

by Potts & Yocum, L4 ice cream cans, 4 Coal Stoves, 1 Wood Stove, 25

dozen chamber towels, lot of calico window curtains, lot of plain white

window curtains, lot of figured white window curtains, 165 linen sheets,

225 muslin sheets, 12 dozen linen pillow cases, 7 dozen musliin pillow

cases, 20 dozen knives and forks, 90 white counterpanes, 7 figured

table covers, 13 bed sacking, 42 white linen tabls covers, li dozen

linen napkins, 10 dozen German silver teaspoons, 10 salt spoons,

9 dozen plated forks, 5 dozen plated table spoons, & mahogany chairs,

2 side tables, 4 hand serubs, fish box, lot of spices, jars, &c.,

superior Billiard Tablee, together with various other articles

appertaining to a Hotel and bathing establishment, not herein enumersted.

Seized and taken in execution as the property of Maria L. Neef, and

to he sold by L. HEFFELFINGER,
‘ ' Sherift"

Sheriff's Office % .

West, Chester, Oct. 23-1t }

1lhs Quoted from "American Rembl#can“, 1-1-1856:

SSHERIFF'S SALE OF THE CELEBRATED WATERING TLACE, XNCWN AS CHESTER OR

- YELLOW SPRINGS. = By virtue of 2 writ Benditionl Exponas to me directed,
will be sold at Public Sale, on TEURSDAY, January 24, 1856, at 1 o'clock,
P, ¥,, on tha premises, the following described Heal Estate, to witim=
211 those certain Meesugzges, Tenements, Public Inn Buildings, and .
Traét or Plece of Land, lmown as the Chester (or Yellow Scrings Property),
situate in the township of West Plkeland, in the county of Chester, and
State of Psnnsylvania, bounded by lands of Isaac Tustin, Margaret

Holman, dec’d, (now Wm. W, Holman.) Harman Pennypacker, and others,
containing 35 ACRES and 64 perches, (37 a. & 64 P.} be the same more

or less, with the appurtenances, late the estate of Dr. George Lingen.
The improvements are :

"No, l. Fotel, 3 three story SIONE BUILDING about 95 feet in front
with 2 porch extending along its sides and froot; on the first floor are
a parlor, large bell room, large dining room, store room, bar room with

this building a wine and storage cellar, and attached to it 1s another
large dining room, a kitchen with all the necessary water fixtures
therein, and 2 bake house, the second and third stories are divided into
pleasant chambers for boarders, '

"Wo, 2. == MHALL? - a three story JTONE HOUSE, about 40 fest in
- front, with a large private dining room on the first floor, and second
and third floors are divided into chambers.
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" "No. 3= "Ccttage, — a two story STONE BUILDING, about 85 ft. front
with two ends or wings extending back; on the first floor are a large.
parlor, 2 large drawing room, 3 bath rooms, with the fixtures for showers,
plunge and rising and falling douche baths, used for hydropatnic purposes,
two water closets and other rooms; t{he second story is divided into
chambers; there are two cellars under this building, and a porch extending
along two sides and the front; it is also connected with the "Hotel® and
"Hall® by a covered promendde of about 120 feet in length. S

"o, L=~ "™Washington House,%=- a two story Frame BUILDING, clap—
bearded on the cutside, about 90 faet in front, with baeement story, in
which is a plunge bath and water closst—upon the first [loor 1s a large
parlor and watar closet; the residue of the house being divided into
chambers; there is also 2 porch extending aleng the front and ends of
the house.

“No. 5--- *Qur House,"=— a twe story STONE BUILDING, about 36 feet
front,” with stoops at the door of entrance, 2 basement story in which
is a pantry room, ironing room and storage cellar-—the upper storias
being divided into chambers. There is alsc attached to it a Barber
Shop and Ice Cream Saloon. '

Mlo. é=- A Stone Stable, with hay loft and stalls sufficient for
the accommodation of from 20 to 100 horses, with a hydrant and water
through at the door, and a Carriage and Wagon House attached.

"The water which supplies Hotel, Cottage, Washington House and :
Stable, is collected from the springs by iron pipes into 3 resevoir, situated
at an elevation sufficient to carry a stream of water. over said buildings,
and to which it is conducted through iron and diseminated through leaden
Plpes.

"The Zaths are: No. 1~~BATH HOUSE, about 75 feet long, containing
1 plunge, 4 warm, 1 Russian steam, rising and falling douche, and
several shower baths, dressing rooms, and boiler and furnaces for
heating water, No. 2-— Bath House with plunge bath; water supplied to
baths in houses No. 1 and No, 2 from the Iron or Tellow Spring. No, 3——
Bath House containing plunge, shower, rising and falling douche baths,
and dressing rooms; watar supplisd by the celebrated Diamond Spring,—
Bath Houses Nos. 1 and 2, and the "Iron or Tellow"™ and "Sulphur Springs!
are in a grove laid ocut wj.t.h walks, containing sumer houses and swings,
and is situated in front of the main or Hotel ouilding. There is also
upon ths premises a FRAME BILLIARD SAICON and TEN-PIN ALIEY, a two story
Stone Wash House, a frame cow shed, sufficiently large to accommodate
ahont 15 Cows, a Stone spring houss with smoke house in the upper story,
3 ice houses sufficiently large to contain a supply of ice durdng the
. business season, large dam for making ice, a cave, a vault, 2 frans p:x.g
pen, a large ArPLm CRCHARD, with a variety of other FRUIT TREES, 2
kitchen gardens with hot beds and a flower garden., The buildings are
in good repair, and the land is dividad into convenient {ields by gocd
fences, and is in a good state of cultivation.
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"'he Chester {or Tellow) Springs, is one of the oldest and most
successful watering places in the country, is remarkable for the
salubrity of the air, and excellence and variety of its watars.
General Washington, during the war of the Revolution, appreciating
thess advantages, established here a military hespital for his invalid
soldiers, It is accesible by two railroads and stage routass, by the
Reading Railrcad to Phoenixville, and the Columbia Hailread to the
Steamboat Station, thencs by stages—time from Philade}.phia about 3
nours, from Baliimore 8 hours,

"Seized and taksn in execution as the property of DR. GEOHGE
LINGEN, and %o be sold by
L. HEFFEIFINGER, Sheriff.
Sheriffts Ofﬁ.ce, Wast Chester, Ja.nuary 14"

¥ ¥ % % ¥ ¥ S ¥ ¥ H ¥R KR

15, Quoted from James L., Paul: "Pennsylvanial!s Soldiers! Crphan Schools.“ '

1876, Pages LO9-411:
CHESTER SPRINGS SCHCOL

*This achool is situated in the northerm part of Chester county, near

the Pickering Valley branch of the FPhiladelphia and Reading Railroad.

¥The buildings, a8 represented in the plats, are on the slope of a
hill, facing south-east. The one on the right is called the Washington
building, because it was tuilt by General Washington, and used by him as
a hospital for his sick and wounded scldiers from Valley Forge and
Brandywine. It is a frame building, and rough weathsr-boarded on the
outside, Dents in the step= of the old stairways are still visible,
and can be pointed cut %o the visitor as the marks of the crutches of
the wounded matrictas,

"A wing has been added for the accomodation of the school, tims
making the maln study-hall 48 x 53 feet, with small adjacent rooms for
clags-rooms. These have all been painted, which gives them a cheerful

appearance.

*The central bullding is known as the cottage, and is used for the
girls' sleeping apartments, sitting-room, wash- and bathing-rooms, library
for the use of boys and girls, and msic-room. The lady Prinecipal and

. female membérs of the faculty also oceupy this building.

"The girls' sittingz-room is 20 x 60 feet, It is nicely carpeted and
well furnished, and made attractive by pictures and mottoes on the walls,
Adjacent to this are the library and music-rooms. The bath-room is
furnished with an sbundance of warm and cold water, and all that is
necessary to promote the healih and cleanliness of the children., The
dormitories are well ventilated, clean, and comfortable.

"The large building on the left, known as the "Hotel," was originally
a small, two-story house, and for some time the head-quarters of General -

Washington. An old Franklin stove, used by him, may still be seen in ome

(Chester Springs Hotel, Good News Building)

|
|
z
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of the central rooms, which is used now as the boys! clothes-rcom. The
building is used by the male members of the faculty and the boys. In
addition to the dormitories, i1t contains sitting-rooms and bath~room, a.lso
the kitchen and dining-room. _

"Between the hotel and the cottage, standing back a few feet, and not
visible in the engraving, is the fall," in which are the sewing-room,
hoys'! mending-room, and infirmary. These bulldings are connected by a
covered promenade, ‘

"In frout of the cottage is a lawn of about cne and a half acres, used
as the girls' play-ground, in which are a number of shade trees and a
beautiful magnesia spring called "diamond spring." South of the "Hotel”
is the boys! play-ground, embracing seversl acres, in which are the
chalybeate spring and bath houses. These grounds are finely shaded by
grand old sycamore and other trees.

"This place, formerly known as "Yellow Springs,® was for many years a
popular watering-place and summer resort. Hindreds of people, in quest of
health and plessure, made this their summer home ~ attracted here by the
beauty of the scenery, the salubrity of the atmosphere, the medicinal
quality cf the water, and, doubtless, many on account of the historic
association. How fitting, then, that this place, so sacred in the past,
should now be a home for the children of those who, in a later day of our
country?s history, were slain upon the same alter, and by whose self- _
sacrifice our Union has been preserved.

"The property is owned by a stock company., ‘The school is nnder
the management of a Board of Trustees, elected yearly by the stockholders.,
The first elected were Isaac Sulgar, Esg., Prof. C. W. Deans, and ' )
¥, S. MeCullough, Zsq., of which Isaac Sulgar, %sq., was President, ard-

C. W. Deans Secretary and Treasurer. In June, 1870, the same were :
rewelacted- ¥, 3, McCullough being chosen President, and Pref, C. W. Deana
Secretary and Treasursr. In June, 1872, T. J. Grier, 8sq., was slected a
member of the Board, in place of Isaac Sulger, Esq. Owing to the death

of C. W. Deans in 1873, Prof. W. E. Caveny was elected te fill the vacancy,
and, at the last anrmal meeting of the stockholders, i. H, loagland was elect
in the placs of T, J. Grier, Esq. .

"The school was organized in 1868, and was composed mainly of
childrsn transfarred from Quakertown and Paradisze Schools, FProf. C. W. Dean:
was aprointed Principal, who carried it on successfully until April, 1370,
when he resigned., Prof. W. &, Caveny was appointed his succsssor, during
whose administration many valuable improvements were made and comforts
added, and the moral corndition of the school was also greatly improved.
Prof. Caveny resigned in May, 1873, and Hev, ¥, C, Pearzon was appointed
Principal. He continued in charge until March, 1874, vwhen, having other
duties to c¢laim his attention, ne resigned, and Mrs, B. H. Moore, at the
instance of Post ¥o. 2, of the G, A. R. of the Department 2f Pa,, was
appointed, and has, by her continued success, demonstrated the fact. that a
modest lady is i‘ul_,.y competent to discharge the varied and responsible dutie:
of the position she still occupies to the entire sat;.sfa.ct.lon of all concer::
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"The health of the school has been axcellent, no form of epidemie
naving vigited i%, excepting scarlet fever, in the fall of 1870, which was
skilfully treated by Dr. J. R. Hainey; and, although about fifty children
were sick, all recovered, Of the five hundred pupils who have been hers
during a pericd of over seven years, but two have died., The first was a boy
about thirteen years old, who, having wandered out of bounds, fell into a
pit and received injuries which caused his death. The other, a girl of
fonrteen, died of hereditary consumption soon after entering school.

"he moral and religious condition of the school is very good, the
children, having learned to act from motives of principle, do right because
it dis right.

An order to convey an idea of the standing of the schocl, the
estimation in which it is held by the psople in the vicinity, we add a
paragraph from one of the numerous articles published in the PHCENIX
MESSINGER;

'"The Sehool at Chester Springs, under the administration of Mrs.
E. H. Moore, has been very successful, and the standard has been raised to
such an axtent that it is now regarded one of ihe best schools in the State.
At the last annual examinaticon, in addition to the dranches usually taught in
the public schools, several classes were examined in geometry, algsbra,
botany, patural philosophy, physiology, book-keeping, and drawing, and
shewed a2 marked degree of proficiency in these branches!. *

16, "Yemnsylvania Academy of Fine Arts Summer School..,.1l9520%

\

Page 5

PTHE PENNSYLVANTA ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS owns a tract of LO aeres at Chester
Springs, Claster County, Pennsylvardia, where it conducts an open air school
for fine art instruction.”

Pages 19 & 21,
#THE AIM OF THE SCHOQL”

"The chief object of the Academy in establishing a school in the country
is to afford fine art instruction in the open air, with all the beautiful
surroundings of nature itself, in order to supplement the instruction within
the walls of classrooms, and arford an oprortunity for the study of art in
the Summer, to school teachers, and others who cannot spare the time to
study in thes ¥Winter. The buildings are kept open throughout the year, so
that nature may be sean and studied in all her varying moods.

"The methods of instruction at the Chester Springs School are
substantially the same as thoss at the Academy in Philadelphia during its
regular Winter courses, special attention, however, being paid io landscape
drawing, and painting, and to the study of suniizht and shade, The aim of
the instruction is academic, anpd this aim is far-reaching. While the range
of the fine art instruction is as brvad as posaible, all fashions and
mannerismp:are'avoidad,;andyupon an acadsmic basis students are taught to
make studiass of nature rather *than skethes, and 3ldo ars taught to carry on
their work as far as tneir abliities permit,

v



YELLOW SPRINGS TAVERN
(Chester Springs Hotel, Good News Building
HABS No¢. PA-113] (Page 18) :

"The genersl method of instruction at Chester Springs is by criticiam of
the work done. The instructors work with the students, and without repressin
individuality by any fixed method, aim to help the student to obsarve
accurately and fully, and paint truthfully and artistically what he sees.
Notics is given, from time tc time, of the names of the instructors and thei:
respective days of criticism. During last summer criticisms were given by
the following instructors, cne or more of whom were living at the School
throughout the term: Hhugh H., Breckenridge, Arthur B. Carles, Daniel Garber,
Henry MeCarter, and Fred Wagner."

**-***'*-ﬁ-********

17. Quoted from James E, Graham "Dr, Bodo Otito and the medical ba.ckground
of the American Revelution,” - 1937:

Pages 152-153

"Yellow Springs (now Chester Springs), situated some ten or twelve
miles west of Valley Forge, was a health resort of reputation, with medicinal
springs and baths. It had many advantages to recommend it for the army
ho=pital headquarters, and possession was immediately taken. The springs
and baths, with some usable houses, were located on a farm belonging to
Ur. Ssmuel Xennedy, who was among the first physicians ordered to Chester
Springs, whers he established hospitals in three barns. Dr, Kennedy becane
an sarly victim of the malignant putrid fever. A year after his death,
Congress directed that his widow be paid 35,000 for the use of the proparty.

"By order of General Washington, the constructicn of a comodious build-
ing was immedlately started, Lo serve both as the Yellow Springs Medical
Department headcuarters and the principal hospital unit for the camp. ™"Wash
ington Hall,™ as it was later called, was the only specially designed hos~
pital erected for the soldiers of the Continenmtal Army, with the exception
of those small log huts constructed in various camps for Lempcorary use.

"Washington Hall was 106 feet long, 36 feet wide, and three full storie
and attic high. The third floor was divided into many small rooms, whilas
the second contained two large wards., The kitchem, dining room, and all the
utilitarian quarters wera located on the first of ground floor. Nine-foot
porches surrounded the first two storias on three sides, Here, Ur. Bodo Cti
was ordered to take charge of the new hospital, which was filled with the
sick from Valley Forge, even before construction work was finished. Thers
he remained after the army broke camp, as director of the district and,
assisted by his three sons, he contimued in this important post until the
hospital was discontimued by order of the Board of War, in the la.ta m.nter
of 1’781. :

Pages 131182

"By this time ﬁ7ag7 , the Tellow Springs Hospital had been organized
solaly for the reception of those sufferding with lingering illneases and
for treatment and rehacilitation of the badly wounded. .

"Pinding himself cr:.t:x.cally short of supplies on }hy 19, 1780, Bodo Ott‘
sent an 3ppeal for relief: ; o S
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"o the Honorable, the Committee of Congress for Conducting the
Medical Department:!

The memorial of Bedo Ott.o , surgeon of the hospital at Tellow Springs,
showeth,

'Tha.t. the hospital at the Tellow Springs now, and for some time past,
has besn maintained for the reception of those afflicted chiefly with
chronic disorders, and our necessary stores for the sick are emtirely
exhausted, There is no money in the hands of the Commissary to purchase
fresh trovisions, so the sick have besn obliged these saveral days to
eat salt provisions. There 1s but six days' supply of bread on hand,
and the gentlemen who have furnished us that article as well as meat for
the past two years now refuse to supply us any longer.

'Can it be supposed that a physiclan or surgeon can gain credit for
perfect cures under these circumstancea?

'"The assistant physicians complain daily that they have not received
any money for their services these past seven montha; neither are they
furnished with clothing, sc it is uncertain how long they will be able
to contime in their several capacities, The murses and orderlles
refuse serving any longer, as they hava received no pay. This being
the deplorable situation of the hospital at Tellow Springs, your -
Memorialist entreats your Honore to take the matter into consideration
and order scome 3speedy relief, or the sick and wounded must unavoidably
suffer, Ha is loath to complain without cause bubt as ths hospital has
been under his direction for these past two years, supported with credii
hitherto, he should be sorry to see it rendered useless and of no
importance, N

f.. 'His Excellency, George Washington, ordered tha officers that if in
cagse the sick are likely to suffer and not be relieved Ly the department
they are to report the same to him',

"Bedo Otto once again round himaelf in great need, and he, therefore
addressed

'General Pickering,
Homorable Sir:

tAfter my best respects, I think it preper to give you the earlisst
advice of the wants of this hospltal for fire wood and straw, which I
think are to_be supplied through the channels of your department ﬁuar-

. ter Master! _5] particularly fire wood, of which we are entirely destitute,
and unless very shortly furnished we must inevitably greatly suffer,
Neither have we had any straw lately nor can I obtain any for oy
ratients' beds and mst do without, though straw is essential for their
comfort. Hajor Howell, Q.M. in Downingtown, has lately directed these -
supplies, bat the adjacent inhabitants, who have hitherto assisted in
their carriage and the furnishing of such necessities, having received
no consideration for same in cash for upwards of nine months past, are
diseouraged, It i3, therefors, impossible for my c¢mmissary to keep us
supplied therewith when he has no expectation of recelving money to pay '~
for his former contracts (in any reasonsble time} nor promises for the
future
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'I flatter myself your Honor will be pleased to forward my
requisitions and adopt effectual means for our relief, which I hope
and trust will be in a short time.

‘August 26, 17801 »
Pages 1 18 |

"The existence and va.lue of the hospital at Yellow Springs were again
threatened by shortage of supplies and medicines, and once.more Bodo Otte
addressss ths Continental Congress. The Journal of February 8, 1781, records

'A letter of the 7th from Bodo Otto, physician and surgeon was read:
whereupon it was ordered that the latter from Dr. Bodo Otto be referred
to the Board of War to take mesasures for preventing any interruption
being given to the hospital at Yellow Springs; the same being maintained
solely for the reception of proper hospital subjects,!

HEight months later, in September, 1781, a committse of Congress
decreed that the three most important wilitary hospltals, located in
Foston, Albany, and Yellow Springs, should be abandoned., Dr. Jobm Cochran, :
the then Director General, stremously oppesed this order, even soliciting .
the aid and influence of Genera.l Washington to have reconmdered but _
without success. False economy and lack of appreciation of their need and
importance was the explanation given to Dr, (tto when Dr. Cochran directed
him to send his patients to Philadelphia and hold himself in readiness to
report to some other hospital where his services would be most needed.,

"The last official evidance of the Valley Forge encampment thus dis—
appeared from the neighborfocod. OUnce more the country thereabouts resumed
" a peaceful appearence, and the inhabitants returned to their everyday -
pursuits. Many of the soldiers who expired in the hospitals of the Yellow -
Springs group lie sleeping in unmarked graves om hillaside farms, and local"
historians point out the places where they rsst.

"1t would be a fitting tribute to the memory of these neglected herces,
if the Rapublic for whose independence and futurs they suffered and d:i.ed,
should take titls to these hallowed spots and therson srect

"Monument.s to the Unkmown Soldiexa
of' the American Revolntion.'! ¥

******%******-}*

18. Guoted from TUDAT .. The Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine,
Jamuary 9, 1955:

FAITH ON FIIM
MAKTNG MOVIES FOR THE CHURCH

"On a 160-acre estate at Chester Springs, not far frem Phoenixville,
young men and women are putting thedr faith on film., They are members of
Good News Productions, Inc,.,, a movis company which makes films based on .
religious and charitable themes. They sell these to churches azm teiev*‘ sidn
programs. Lo



YELLOW SPRINGS TAVERN
(CHester Springs Hotel, Good News Building)
HABS No. PA~1131 (Page 21)

"Headed by 29~year-old Irvin S. Yeaworth, Jr., son of a former pastor
of Philadelphia's Bethany Temple Préstyterian Church, the company consists
of about 30 adults and their families who live, dormitory-style, in one of
the 14 buildings on the grounds. Some of the company are former ministerial
students who fsel that this is their calling; others have come {rom the
commercizl motion picture field because they consider this career mors

rewsrding.

" tQur people aren't paid what they would receive in commercial work!'
Yeaworth says. 'We have had a rather rough time financially. Buat all of
us are convinesd that Lhrough this medium we can help to spread God's
meesage, ' :

"Yeaworth believes that religious movies can succeed only if they are
top-flight in every regard. The story lines of most Good News pictures are
not taken from the Bible, but deal with the application of Christian
principles to problems of everyday life, Because the company's overhead
is low, films are produced far below normal commercial costs. The buildings
and grounds serve as scenery to fit almost any plot setting, and members
of the company double as actors and technicians.

"Al1l chores, such as dish~washing and painting the buildings, are
done on a cooperative basis, but Teaworth stresses that thie iz not a
social experiment. 'I+4 is,! he says, 'a financial necess=ity!,

"Good. News Productions, now believed to be the largest religious movie
company in the United States, had its beginning 10 years ago in the
basement of the manse of the Bethany Temple Church. Yeaworth and his
aesoclates then moved to a commercial studio in Philadelphia, In 1952,
Good Newe purchased the Chester Springs property from the Pemnsylvania
Academy of Fine Atts, which has used it as a summer school.

"A centnry ago, the estate, known as "fellow Springs," was a spa for
wealthy Philadelphians, who went there to take the baths in the mineral spring
Jenny Lind, the "Swedish ¥ightingale," is said to have been a frequent
visitor,”

3 % X % 3 36 6 ¥R %R OE N

19, "The Vanishing Spas of Psnnsylvania" (An Historical Review) By Igho
H. Kornblueh, M.D., and Geo. Morris Plersol, M.D, :

Chester (Tellow) Springs - Chester County

"Tellow Springs, today known as Chester Springs, served the Lenni
Lenape and Iroquols tribes long before the first white man set foct on the
shores of the Delaware, The medicinal propertiss of the spring became
knewn as early as 1722 (19), The American Weekly Mercury of May 31, 1722
brought Tellow Springs to the attention of its readers. Watson's
"Annals" (20) mentioned this place ae located thirty milee f»om Philadelphia
- in Chester Yalley. In 1750, at a time when the populaticn of Philadelphia:
was below ths 40,000 mark, Yellow Springs had already many visitors, The
owner of. a farm in the township of Pikeland, a Robert Pritchard (21},

. pstitioned "The honourabls Justices of the Court of uarter Sessions to be




TELLOW SPRINGS TAVERN
(Chester Springs Hotel, Cood News Buildins
HABS Wo. PA-1131  (Page 22)°

held .for the County of Chester ye 28th dugt 1750™ for a license ™o keep -

a house of entertairment at Ye 33id Place."™ Pritchard pointed in his
petition to the fact that being the owner of ™that medicinal water called
the Yellow Spring unto whick there is Frequently a Great concourse of People
on account of Health and also many other Travailing about their Occasions,
on a Publik reoad...had already been at a considerable Charge in building :
and Ilmproving it to Serve the people.” This petition mst have been granted
as in the same year the one story high log building which served as an inn
"doubled already as a public house of entertaimment to the satisfaction and
ease of the neighbours,® (13}, Some years later Prichard seld the property
to John Bailey, a silversmith of Philadelphia. Bailey constructed a new,
larger, and more comfortabls inn, The consugption of mineral water and
other more intoxdcating liquids must have been. a part of the general
entertainment enjoyed by the thirsty guests but not by the annoyed neighbors.

In 1765, the alarmed Friends of Lionville protested in a public meeting
for the sake of their own children against the lind of diversion offered
in this promiscucus resort, This complaint did net harm the buainess

at the spring. On the conirary, it attracted even more visitors from
near and far,

#A lstter of Harmah S. Skelton to Dy. John Morgan on August 32nd
(sicl) 1767 coatains valuable information on the hydrotherapeutic
routine at Yellow Springs (22}, Female inconsistency 1s shown in two
sentances, one at the beginning and the other at the end of her letter,
'T have not as yet recsived any benefit as I can percive...but have done
very well since.' Miss Skelton mentioned three important facts: (1) the
unpleasant taste of the water: 'It was disagreesble at first, but is very
pallittable now!; (2} baths were taken in cold water, which precititated
even an accident on its first use: 'I have been in the springs several .
times and feel very comfortabls aftsr I come out. I made me very sick the’
first morning I went in'...'and the water being so0 cold it proved too stirong
for me and I sunk down to the bottom and the first I felt was my head agains
the gravel...!; (3) bathing was done in a nstural or excavated deep reservoi:
or creek with gravel on the bottom, accessible by the way of stairs...'Had
it not been’, writes Miss Skelton, 'for a resclute young woman bin with me,
I believe I should without doubt drowned, but she had the presence of mind
and ran down the steps and pulled me cut,..' .

"On the premises of YTellow Springs, three springs are well preserved.
None has a natural reserveolr; all are nearly level with the surrounding
ground and no stairs are needed to reach them.

*In 1774 the name of Sanuel Kemnedy aprears in connection with Yellow
Springs. Kennedy was bornm at sea in 1730 to David and Margaret Kennedy,
emigrants f{rom Downpatrick in Ireland. In 1777, the Continental Congress
accepted Dr. Kennedy's offer and authorized the erection of an Army Hospital
at Tellow Springs. Xennedy becams its first Director and Senior Surgson.
The hespital accommodatad not only wounded but also men suffering from
typhiod faver, typhus, and snallpox. On September 17, 1777 General George
Washington made his temporary hneadquarters there, Dr. Zennedy contracted
an iafection and died on June 17, 1778, at the age of 48, The hospital
burned down on May 19, 1902. :
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"With the return of normal eonditions, after the Revolutionary War,
Tellow Springs resumed its role as a fashionable spa. Financial difficulties
forced frequent changee of ownership. Under all its succeseive proprietors,
the initial project to erect a small town around the hotel with the
designated name "Bath" never materialized.

_ ™Mirect coaches from Philadelphia, rurming regularly three timee a
-waek, brought this celsbrated watering place within the reach of a large
segment of the population. Boate on the Schuykill River provided another

means of transportation. Many celebrities stopped there to enjoy this
"fine scenery”, the famous mineral waters, and the joyous entertainment.
It is presumed that the beautiful Swedish sopreno, Jenny Lind, was once a
guest at this spa, In her honor, one of the springs was christened Jenny
Idnd Spring.

"In 1845, Dr. George Lingen acquired Tellow Springe frem a Mrs,
Margaret Holman. Mrs. Lingen is credited with the discovery of a new
spring~the Diamond Spring, while her hushband added a new hath house for
ladies. Under his management, the female guesis were advised to wear
for bvathing the following costume: "A large morning gown of a cashmere
shawl pattern, lined with crimson, a Greek cape, Turkish slippers and a -
pair of pantaloons”, History does not record how much of this elaborate
costume was retained in the bath. - . '

"A deseription of Yellow Springs or a hidden advertisement (23) in
the "Fhiladelphia Argus” of July 6, 1855, revrinted in the "American
Republican” of July 10 of the same year, corroborztes the earlier statements
of Miss Skeltom, as the writer of this description also mentions, "the
bath,..of coldest water", The contents of this nearly a cemtury old
contribution might have heen written only yesterday. "At Phoenixville, we
left the railroad and mounted a stagecoach for a seven mile ride over one:
of the hilliest and dustiest roads that we ever recollect to have met with.
The driver was courteous and treated us to numerous bits of local history
and biographical sketches of the people through whose domain we were passing.
Before eleven o'clock we dashed recklesely up to the piazza and were warmly
welcomed by Mrs. Neef, the estimable hostess of the Yellow Springs Hotel,
It may astonish some who believe in the absolute perfection of the Saratoga
and Newport, but we think it is a remark that experience will prove to be
true, viz: that there is not on the American Continent a watering place
where pleasure is =0 closely connected with the health-giving applications
and where the visitor can more truly enjoy himself than st the Yellow Springs.
The coldest conceivable water bubbles up and trickles away, leaving a saffren
tint upon the rocks. Copioue draughts of this delightful liquid will bring
thse blush of health to the cheeks of pallid vesuty and make the muscle
fibre tingle with renewed stresngth. After a plunge in the bdath, a mild
exercise in the ten pin alley and a climb to the summit of the hill that
rises almost pervendicularly “ehind the hotel, one 13 prepared to make a
savage onslought upon the good things with which Mrs. Neef's table groans”,

"Once more, during the Civil War, Tellow Springs came to prominence
as 3 hospital for wounded soldiers, After 120 years, it ceased to play its
sometimes stormy part as a spa or hospital. Playground of three generations
of prominent Americans and famous for the many historical events which
“took place within its walls and in ¢lose vieinity, Tellow 3prings changed
. after ths Civil War to a more quiet and peaceful place, later serving as
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an Orphants School, subséquently a3 the summer school of the Pennéylvania
Academy of Fine Arts. Only the well-preserved buildings and the three atill
producing springs bear witness to its great and emchanting past.

alndifferent Lo sentiment and not satisfied with the mere statement
of great therapeutic results, modern scientific methods have been employed
to evaluate these mineral springs, by the chémical analysis of their water.
The following chémical analyses fail to explain the c¢linical success obtained
with these once celebrated waters.

"Analysis of the springs at Yellow Springs, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Health, Sureau of Sanitary Engineering, Chemical Labratory,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, mumber 33355, January 1952:

Spring "A" Iron Spring
pH‘Q’...'.O.i'Q‘..‘é.?
A-]kalinit?.....-..}&
Hardness, cooe.veebis
Crlorideeecsseens. .2.0p/m
Fluoride..ceieceees 3 p/m
Sulph&‘he........-.-ﬁh-@ p/m
AlUMIiTHm. o0 s eaee 5.5 P/m
calcim-Qoaooococlls p/m
Chromiulle s sssesees Col p/m
CoPpPerececrscseses 003 p/m
Iron Total.eiieees 4o0 p/m
Magnesium...-....u 605 P/m
Manganes®..sisveee 0ok F/m
BaritResoecvesenss O  p/m
Total SolidS......l45 p/m

Spring "BY Sulghur Spring, same laboratory #33356, January 1952
p‘.‘...t.."..‘.' .
I-ukalinity'....."he h
Hardness.,..s...21C
Chlorideeeecrasss 2.0 p/m
Fluoride...e.ee.s 0.1 D/m
Alumismm, cesseees &4 p/m
Calcim......q.*.Qé p/m
Chromin@......... O p/m
CopDer.saceciasss 0,03 p/m
Iron Total.eee.o. 3.0 p/m
Magnesiume.......12.0 p/m
Manganes®....ooes 0.3 p/m
BaritMessrecacess O, p/m
Total Solids....180, ©/m

. Sprding "C™ Dizmond Spring, same laboratory, #33357, January 1952
p S SR rFIOERSes sre .9 !

Al¥alindtF.eeee. 50

Hardnesseessae.. 62

Chlorides.eesaess 4.0 p/m

Flroride...e.e... 0 p/m

&Ilpbzateooocaoooa 3.0 p/m
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Alumd UM, o veeeeee 0u3 p/m
CaleitMec cassaaesld.0 p/m
Chrcuﬂ.\m.......-. 0 p/m
COPPOTeescrsnases O  P/W
Iron Totaliss...e O p/m
Magnesiume........ 3.5 p/m

¥anganese........ O p/m X
B&l‘i‘lm..oo...---. O p/m
Total Solids....l10 n

% % 3 % N o N ¥ MR E R

Prapared by Bart Anderson - May 1959
Curator, Chester County Historical Society

PART IX. ARCEITECTURAL INFORMATION:

A, General Statement:

1. Arrhitectural character: The heotel was built in two
stages in the esrly nineteenth century on the founda-
tions on a mid~eighteenth century tavern. The structure
has had few alterations since the 1830s.

2. Conditicn of fabrie: Fair to good.

B. Description of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: The west secticn measures ap-
proximately 9Q' (eight-bay front) x 25' and the set-
back east secticn approximately 38' (five-bay front)

X 25'. Both sections are three-anda-a-half stories, but
the east section is lower.

2. PFoundations: Stone.

3. Wall construction: Stuccoed stone.

4. Porches: There is a-one-story ?orch'which'extends across
the south (front) élevations of both sections.

5. Chimneys: Stuccoed brick,

6. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: 3Seem original,

o. Windows and shutters: Windows seem original.
There are paneled shutters on the first-{lcor
windows of the west section.

T. Roof;

" a. Shape, covering: Gable noofs.
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©. Cornice, 2aves: Protably original from the 1826 roof
raising of the easg®t section and the 1839 construction
date of the west section.

¢. Dormers; - Two.docrmers from. 1826 on the south roof slope
of the east section.

Description of Interior:

1. PFloor plans: Probably few alterations from the mid-
nineteenth century layout.

2. Stairways: Probably original.

3. Flooring: Some old remains, but medern flcoring has been
placed over much of the old.

4, Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster.

5. Doorways and deors: Openings seem original, although .
some additiconal openings were cut on the upper Iloors-when -
some apartments were formed from the old rooms.

&, Trim: Mostly original,

7. Hardware: A mixture, but some from *he 1820s.remains,

§. Lighting: Modern electricity.

9., Heating: Scme zﬂ:ﬂplaces remain; the building now has
steam heat.

Site;

=

General setting and orientation: Structure faces soquth
on a hill. :

- 2. Outbuildings: There were several outhuildings; many remain. .

See the separate data on the Yellow Springs Bathhouse (PA-
1197) and Summer House (PA-1198).

3, Walks, dviveways: Traces remain. -
h. Landscaping, gardens: Well plantad, but not kept well.”
Prepared by: EBart Andersen _
Curator, Chester County

Historical Socisty
May 1959
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